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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 September 2024 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN:  ♫“LORD, OPEN NOW MY HEART TO HEAR”                                                           LSB 908 

1 Lord, open now my heart to hear, 

And through Your Word to me draw near; 

Let me Your Word e’er pure retain; 

Let me Your child and heir remain. 

 

2 Your Word inspires my heart within; 

Your Word grants healing from my sin; 

Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; 

Your Word brings peace and happiness. 

 

D 3 To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Shall glory, praise, and honor be 

Now and throughout eternity. 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Mark A. Jeske, 1952 Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain Text (st. 2): © 1993 

Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                                   PSALM 51:7, 10–12 

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 

clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me.  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the 

joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit.  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion every 

good intent that we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                       DEUTERONOMY 4:1–2, 6–9 

   “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am teaching you, and do them, that you may 

live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. You shall 

not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD 

your God that I command you. . . . 

   Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, 

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 

For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon 

him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this law that I set 

before you today? 



3 

 

   “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest 

they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children’s 

children.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  

Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing!  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                  EPHESIANS 6:10–20 

   Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 

be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 

truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 

readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep 

alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to 

me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, 

that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                   MARK 7:14–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   [Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing 

outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what 

defile him.” And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 

And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a 

person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he 

declared all foods clean.) And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of 

the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 

sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And 

He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE 

Holy Baptism - First 

What is Baptism? 

C  Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with 

God’s word. 

  

Which is that word of God? 

C  Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“BY GRACE I’M SAVED”                                                                                                              LSB 566 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? 

    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: 

By grace you too will life obtain. 

 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, 

    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

His death did for our sins atone, 

And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

 

 



5 

 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

    That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, 

    What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done 

Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: “WHERE WILL IT GET YOU?”                                                                     DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2, 6-9 

                            By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 
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OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                            LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone,A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us,To Thee our firstfruits give! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C♫We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C♫It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 

human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to 

put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C♫Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, 

Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb 

of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING”                                                                     LSB 905 

1 Come, Thou almighty King, 

Help us Thy name to sing; 

    Help us to praise; 

Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, 

Come and reign over us, 

    Ancient of Days. 

 

2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, 

Gird on Thy mighty sword; 

    Our prayer attend. 

Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, 

And let Thy righteousness 

    On us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 

Thy sacred witness bear 

    In this glad hour! 

Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, 

And ne’er from us depart, 

    Spirit of pow’r. 

 

D 4 To Thee, great One in Three, 

Eternal praises be 

    Hence evermore! 

Thy sov’reign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

    Love and adore. 
Text: English, before 1760, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“I KNOW MY FAITH IS FOUNDED”                                                               LSB 587 

1 I know my faith is founded 

    On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 

And this my faith confessing, 

    Unmoved I stand on His sure Word. 

Our reason cannot fathom 

    The truth of God profound; 

Who trusts in human wisdom 

    Relies on shifting ground. 

God’s Word is all-sufficient, 

    It makes divinely sure; 

And trusting in its wisdom, 

    My faith shall rest secure. 
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2 Increase my faith, dear Savior, 

    For Satan seeks by night and day 

To rob me of this treasure 

    And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with You beside me, 

    I shall be undismayed; 

And led by Your good Spirit, 

    I shall be unafraid. 

Abide with me, O Savior, 

    A firmer faith bestow; 

Then I shall bid defiance 

    To ev’ry evil foe. 

 

3 In faith, Lord, let me serve You; 

    Though persecution, grief, and pain 

Should seek to overwhelm me, 

    Let me a steadfast trust retain; 

And then at my departure, 

    Lord, take me home to You, 

Your riches to inherit 

    As all You said holds true. 

In life and death, Lord, keep me 

    Until Your heav’n I gain, 

Where I by Your great mercy 

    The end of faith attain. 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS”                                                                 LSB 662 

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, 

    Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle 

    See His banners go! Refrain 

 

Refrain:  

 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 
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2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading 

    Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, 

    All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 

    One in charity. Refrain 

 

3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 

    Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 

    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices 

    In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor 

    Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages 

    Men and angels sing. Refrain 
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of Thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C♫and His mercy endureth forever. 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING”                                                          LSB 924 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Your love possessing, 

    Triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us; O refresh us, 

Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of Your salvation 

    In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 

To Your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let not fear of death appall us, 

    Glad Your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

Reign with You in endless day. 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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