DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
17 SEPTEMBER 2023

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN: J7“JESUS SINNERS DOTH RECEIVE"
1 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

2 We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

4 |, a sinner, come to Thee
With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;
Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words | now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law | stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev'ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave,
| shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:

Jesus sinners doth receive.
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt,; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756 Text: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.=

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE FEF

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |1 have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

INTROIT PSALM 143:1-2
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! | have fled to you for refuge! Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my
pleas for mercy! In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! Enter not into judgment with your
servant, for no one living is righteous before you.

GLORIA PATRI
(3.1 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



KYRIE
[3.]Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

[3.]Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.

(3.1 And with thy spirit.

P Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church,
especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

@) Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING GENESIS 50:15-21
When Joseph'’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay

us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you." And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? As for you,
you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive,
as they are today. So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke
kindly to them.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL PSALM 34:9, 19
Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but
the LORD delivers him out of them all.

EPISTLE ROMANS 14:1-12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
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who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor

of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live,

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the

Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand

before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and

every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
[3.; Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 18:21-35
[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
(3. Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.
"Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he
could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But
when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe." So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded
with him, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you." He refused and went and put him in prison until he should
pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, 'You
wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he
should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(3.2Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ‘- of the world to come.
Amen.

CATECHETICAL VERSE
The Introduction
Our Father who art in heaven.

What does this mean?
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His
true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their
dear father.

Sit

SERMON HYMN: JJ"FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES” LSB 816
1 From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Alleluia, alleluia!

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung

Through ev'ry land by ev'ry tongue.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A3 All praise to God the Father be,
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whom with the Spirit we adore
Forever and forevermore:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text (sts. 1-2): Isaac Watts, 1674—1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain

SERMON: “AS WE FORGIVE OTHERS"” MATTHEW 18:21-35
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand



P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
[3.)1Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit
OFFERING

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: /JJ”"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN" LSB 781V.1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE

P) The Lord be with you.

(3. And with thy spirit.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

[@.)) We lift them up unto the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

(.31t is meet and right so to do.

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to
put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS
(3.)1Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD'’S PRAYER
[P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
(3.3 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
[¥4.; Amen.

AGNUS DEI
(3,10 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb
of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
Sit

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JJ"AMAZING GRACE” LSB 744
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now | see!

2 The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God's praise

Than when we’d first begun.
Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JJ“CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE” LSB 611
1 Chief of sinners though | be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that | might live on high,
Lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.



2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav'ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.

3 Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’'n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’'n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

4 Chief of sinners though | be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.

5 O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply

While | live and when | die.
Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt. Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JJ"NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD"”
1 Now thank we all our God

With hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms
Has blest us on our way

With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.

2 Oh, may this bounteous God

Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts

And blesséd peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace

And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills

In this world and the next!
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/3 All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav'n adore;
For thus it was, is now,

And shall be evermore.
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain

Stand

NUNC DIMITTIS
[3.]Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

[P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

[¥.)Jand His mercy endureth forever.

P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[@.)JAmen.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
[P} The Lord be with you.
(3.1 And with thy spirit.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
[4.) Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.
[¥)JAmen, amen, amen.



CLOSING HYMN: J7“LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS” LSB 685
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,

Follow His example pure,

Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.

Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,

Let us do the Father's bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
| shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus

And with patience bear our cross.

Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy

Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here | share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You | die,
There to live with You on high.

4 Let us also live with Jesus.

He has risen from the dead

That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,

Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,

Life eternal grant to me.
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005097.
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