Divine Service, Setting Three

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
3 August 2025

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN: /J”"CHRIST BE MY LEADER"” LSB 861
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE FRE

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |1 have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.




P} Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

INTROIT PSALM 49:7-8, 13-14A, 15
Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, both low and high, rich and poor together! Truly
no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of their life is costly and can
never suffice. This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; yet after them people approve of their
boasts. Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; death shall be their shepherd. But God will ransom my soul
from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.

GLORI PATRI
(3.1 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE
[d.]Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

[@.]Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.

[@d.)] And with thy spirit.

(P] Let us pray.
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, that we may never
despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[@.7Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING ECCLESIASTES 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . ..

| the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. And | applied my heart to seek and to search out by
wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to
be busy with. | have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after
wind. . ..

| hated all my toil in which | toil under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to the man who will come after me,
and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So | turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil
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of my labors under the sun, because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill
must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.
What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? For all his days are
full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This
also, | saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? For to the
one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business
of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL .
How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news, who publish peace and bring good news
of salvation. Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.

EPISTLE COLOSSIANS 3:1-11
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him
in glory.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked,
when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene
talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

[P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
[¥.; Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 12:13-21
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
(3. Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” But he
said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on
your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And
he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What
shall I do, for | have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, 'l will do this: | will tear down my barns and build
larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry." But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(3. Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



NICENE CREED
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and

invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ‘- of the world to come.
Amen.

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART
Holy Baptism - Third
How can water do such great things?
Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the

faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and
no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a
washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5-8)

Sit
SERMON HYMN: /]J“"GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS” LSB 782
1 Gracious God, You send great blessings
New each morning all our days.
For Your mercies never ending,
For Your love we offer praise. Refrain
Refrain:

Lord, we pray that we, Your people
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim,

Through the sharing of Your blessings
May bring glory to Your name.

2 By Your Word You formed creation

Filled with creatures large and small;
As we tend that endless treasure
May our care encircle all. Refrain



3 In His earthly life, our Savior
Knew the care of faithful friends;
May our deeds of dedication
Offer love that never ends. Refrain

A4 Heav'nly Father, may our caring
Bear the imprint of Your grace;
With the Son and Holy Spirit,

Praise be Yours in ev'ry place! Refrain
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097

SERMON: “AIM HIGH" COLOSSIANS 3:1-11
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
(@) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit
OFFERING
As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: .J”"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN LSB 781V.1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE

P} The Lord be with you.

(3.1 And with thy spirit.

P} Lift up your hearts.

(3.1 We lift them up unto the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

[@.]1t is meet and right so to do.

P] Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,
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humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a
cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
(3. 2Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD'’S PRAYER
[P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
(3.3 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
@) Amen.

AGNUS DEI
[3.)30 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb
of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JJ“CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE” LSB 611
1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that | might live on high,
Lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav'ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.



3 Only Jesus can impart

Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though | be,
Christ is all in all to me;

All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.

He sustains the hidden life

Safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford

By Your Spirit and Your Word!

When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply

While | live and when I die.

Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt. Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: J7J“RENEW ME, O ETERNAL LIGHT"”

1

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Text: Public domain

Renew me, O eternal Light,

And let my heart and soul be bright,
lllumined with the light of grace
That issues from Your holy face.

Remove the pow'r of sin from me
And cleanse all my impurity

That | may have the strength and will
Temptations of the flesh to still.

Create in me a new heart, Lord,
That gladly | obey Your Word.

Let what You will be my desire,
And with new life my soul inspire.

Grant that | only You may love

And seek those things which are above
Till I behold You face to face,

O Light eternal, through Your grace.

LSB 704



DISTRIBUTION HYMN: /]J“"ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME”

1

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure:

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

Not the labors of my hands

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand | bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, | to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.

While | draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78 Text: Public domain

Stand

NUNC DIMITTIS

[d.]Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

[P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

[¥3.)3and His mercy endureth forever.
(P] Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

¥4, Amen.

LSB 761



SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P} The Lord be with you.
(3.1 And with thy spirit.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
(4. Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.
[3.);Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN: J7”ALL PEOPLE THAT ON EARTH DO DWELL" LSB 791
1 All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell;
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed;
Without our aid He did us make.
We are His folk, He doth us feed,
And for His sheep He doth us take.

3 O enter then His gates with praise;
Approach with joy His courts unto.
Praise, laud, and bless His name always,
For it is seemly so to do.

4 For why? The Lord our God is good:
His mercy is forever sure.
His truth at all times firmly stood
And shall from age to age endure.

A5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
The God whom heav’'n and earth adore,
From us and from the angel host

Be praise and glory evermore.
Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt. Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER
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