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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
17 August 2025 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“THY STRONG WORD”                                                                                          LSB 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT PSALM 55:1, 12–14, 16 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved.  Give 

ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!  For it is not an enemy who taunts 

me—then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could hide from him.  But 

it is you, a man, my equal my companion, my familiar friend.  We used to take sweet counsel together; within 

God’s house we walked in the throng.  But I call to God, and the LORD will save me.  
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GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, 

give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING JEREMIAH 23:16–29 

   Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you 

with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They say continually 

to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows 

his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

   For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to see and to hear his word, or who has paid 

attention to his word and listened?  Behold, the storm of the LORD!  Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; 

it will burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and 

accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. “I did not send the 

prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in my council, then 

they would have proclaimed my words to my people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, 

and from the evil of their deeds. 

   “Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so 

that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. I have heard what 

the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long 

shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own 

heart, who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their 

fathers forgot my name for Baal? Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my 

word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. Is not my word like 

fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”  
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  

Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing!  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

EPISTLE HEBREWS 11:17-31, 12:1-3 
   By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was 

in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be 

named.”  He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 

speaking, he did receive him back.  By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  By 

faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his 

staff.  By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 

directions concerning his bones. 
  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 

that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  By faith Moses, when he was 

grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with 

the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ 

greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  By faith he left Egypt, not 

being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  By faith he kept 

the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 
   By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to 

do the same, were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for 

seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because 

she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 

   Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
   Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 

weary or fainthearted. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 12:49–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
    “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!  I have a baptism to be 

baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished!  Do you think that I have come to 

give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.  For from now on in one house there will be 
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five divided, three against two and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and son 

against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And 

He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN: ♫“LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD”                                                     LSB 655 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: ”STEP BY STEP TO THE VICTOR’S CIRCLE”                                                               HEBREWS 12:1-2 

                   By Pastor Paul Droegemueller 

 

Stand 
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P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 
 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                                       LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C♫We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C♫It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 

humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a 

cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C♫Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, 

Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb 

of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“FOR ALL THE SAINTS”                                                                                 LSB 677 

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 

Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3 Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 

And win with them the victor’s crown of gold! 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 



8 

 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“COME, HOLY GHOST, GOD AND LORD”                                                     LSB 497 

1 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, 

With all Your graces now outpoured 

    On each believer’s mind and heart; 

    Your fervent love to them impart. 

Lord, by the brightness of Your light 

In holy faith Your Church unite; 

    From ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue 

    This to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung: 

        Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Come, holy Light, guide divine, 

Now cause the Word of life to shine. 

    Teach us to know our God aright 

    And call Him Father with delight. 

From ev’ry error keep us free; 

Let none but Christ our master be 

    That we in living faith abide, 

    In Him, our Lord, with all our might confide. 

        Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

3 Come, holy Fire, comfort true, 

Grant us the will Your work to do 

    And in Your service to abide; 

    Let trials turn us not aside. 

Lord, by Your pow’r prepare each heart, 

And to our weakness strength impart 

    That bravely here we may contend, 

    Through life and death to You, our Lord, ascend. 

        Alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 15th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS”                                                                LSB 662 

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, 

    Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle 

    See His banners go! Refrain 

 

Refrain: 

 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

 

2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading 

    Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, 

    All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 

    One in charity. Refrain 

 

3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 

    Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 

    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices 

    In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor 

    Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages 

    Men and angels sing. Refrain 
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
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NUNC DIMITTIS  

C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of Thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C♫and His mercy endureth forever. 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“JESUS LOVES ME”                                                                                                       LSB 588 

1 Jesus loves me! This I know, 

For the Bible tells me so. 

    Little ones to Him belong; 

    They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain 

 

Refrain: 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

The Bible tells me so. 

 

2 Jesus loves me! He who died 

Heaven’s gates to open wide. 

    He has washed away my sin, 

    Lets His little child come in. Refrain 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. Text: Public domain 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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