Divine Service, Setting Three

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
10 August 2025

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN: /] “I'M BUT A STRANGER HERE” LSB 748
1 I'm but a stranger here,
Heav'n is my home;
Earth is a desert drear,
Heav'n is my home.
Danger and sorrow stand
Round me on ev'ry hand;
Heav'n is my fatherland,
Heav'n is my home.

2 What though the tempest rage,

Heav'n is my home;

Short is my pilgrimage,
Heav'n is my home;

And time’s wild wintry blast

Soon shall be overpast;

| shall reach home at last,
Heav'n is my home.

3 Therefore | murmur not,
Heav'n is my home;
Whate'er my earthly lot,
Heav'n is my home;
And | shall surely stand
There at my Lord's right hand;
Heav'n is my fatherland,

Heav'n is my home.
Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807-35 Text: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

RE FRE




P) | said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P} Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of
Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P} Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

INTROIT

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! He covers the heavens with clouds; he
prepares rain for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills. He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young
ravens that cry. His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the legs of a man, but the LORD
takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.

GLORIA PATRI
(3.3 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE
[d.]Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

[3.1Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we
worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God
the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For
Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the
glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.

9.1 And with thy spirit.

P} Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable service.
Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[@.)JAmen.



Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING GENESIS 15:1-6
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, | am your shield; your

reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GoD, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and
a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall
not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring
be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

EPISTLE HEBREWS 11:1-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old

received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so
that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken
him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible
to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
seek him. By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed
an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness
that comes by faith.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.
And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward
to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from
one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak
thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they
had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
@] Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.



HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 12:22—40
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
[@.3Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor
about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how
much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span
of life? If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what
you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows
that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and
give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens
that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are waiting for their master to
come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes
and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, | say to you, he
will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know this, that if the
master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be
broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(3.3 Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART
Holy Baptism - Fourth
What does such baptizing with water indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all
sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness
and purity forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new
life.” (Romans 6:4)



Sit

SERMON HYMN: J]“O LITTLE FLOCK, FEAR NOT THE FOE” LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow'r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God's saints
Lasts but a little hour.

2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3 As true as God's own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict'ry cannot fail.

4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise
A mighty chorus to Thy praise

Forevermore. Amen.
Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593-1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain

SERMON:: “WHERE IS YOURHEART?” LUKE 12:22-40
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
[d.]Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy
free spirit. Amen.

Sit



Hand out Bibles and Catechisms to 3™ & 5% graders

Dedication of New Teachers

Rededication of School, ECC and Sunday School Teachers

OFFERING

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: JJ”"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!

Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
HYMN: J] “REJOICE, O PILGRIM THRONG”
1 Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;

Your festal banner wave on high,
The cross of Christ your king. Refrain

Refrain:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

2 With voice as full and strong
As ocean's surging praise,
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
The psalms of ancient days. Refrain
3 With all the angel choirs,
With all the saints on earth
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss,
True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain

4 Yet on and onward still,
With hymn and chant and song,

Through gate and porch and columned aisle

The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain

5 Still lift your standard high,
Still march in firm array,
As pilgrims through the darkness wend
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain

LSB 781 V. 1-2

LSB 813



6 At last the march shall end;
The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

A7 Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

One God forevermore. Refrain
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt. Text: Public domain

Stand

(P) Collect
¥.;Amen

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.
¥.; Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN: JJ “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER” LSB 9718
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,

Pilgrim through this barren land.

| am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand.

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me till | want no more;
Feed me till | want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan'’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
| will ever give to Thee;

| will ever give to Thee.
Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr,; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91 Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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