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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
18 May 2023 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“UP THROUGH ENDLESS RANKS OF ANGELS”                                                     LSB 491 

1 Up through endless ranks of angels, 

    Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heav’nly throne ascending, 

    Having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

    Leaving them in happy tears. 

 

2 Death-destroying, life-restoring, 

    Proven equal to our need, 

Now for us before the Father 

    As our brother intercede; 

Flesh that for our world was wounded, 

    Living, for the wounded plead! 

 

3 To our lives of wanton wand’ring 

    Send Your Spirit, promised guide; 

Through our lives of fear and failure 

    With Your pow’r and love abide; 

Welcome us, as You were welcomed, 

    To an endless Eastertide. 

 

D 4 Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to see the Father’s face! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 



2 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 

the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                                       PSALM 110:1, 4–5 

God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of trumpet.  The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right 

hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”  The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a 

priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”  The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day 

of his wrath. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also 

ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                                                    ACTS 1:1–11 

   In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he 

was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To 

them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 

   And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 

the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

   So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were looking 

on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he 

went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  

Christ has risen from the dead.  [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.  He has given him 

dominion over the works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                    EPHESIANS 1:15–23 

   For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do 

not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of 

your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 

of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put 

all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills all in all.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                 LUKE 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 
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on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

   Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he 

parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And 

He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN: ♫“A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING”                                                                         LSB 493 

1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, 

Ascends unto the throne of God. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

And with His faithful foll’wers see 

Their Lord ascend in majesty. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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3 To them the shining angels cry, 

“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“This is the Savior,” thus they say; 

“This is His glorious triumph day!” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 “You see Him now, ascending high 

Up to the portals of the sky.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

“Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

Returning in great majesty.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005097 

 

SERMON: “MATTER OF TIME”                                                                                                            ACTS 1:1-11 

                                  By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C  Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”LSB 781 V. 1–2 

   We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

     All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

    May we Thy bounties thus  As stewards true receive 

     And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C♫We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C♫It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly 

to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine 

life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C♫ Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, 

Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb 

of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS”                                                     LSB  525 

1 Crown Him with many crowns, 

    The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 

    All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

    Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king 

    Through all eternity. 

 

2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

    The God incarnate born, 

Whose arm those crimson trophies won 

    Which now His brow adorn: 

Fruit of the mystic rose, 

    Yet of that rose the stem, 

The root whence mercy ever flows, 

    The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 

    Behold His hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, 

    In beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

    Can fully bear that sight, 

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 

    At mysteries so bright. 

 

4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

    Who triumphed o’er the grave 

And rose victorious in the strife 

    For those He came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

    Who died and rose on high, 

Who died eternal life to bring 

    And lives that death may die. 

 

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

    Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

    The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

    As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

    For He is king of all. 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 Text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“CHRIST IS THE WORLD’S REDEEMER”                                                           LSB 539 

1 Christ is the world’s Redeemer, 

    The lover of the pure, 

The font of heav’nly wisdom, 

    Our trust and hope secure, 

The armor of His soldiers, 

    The Lord of earth and sky, 

Our health while we are living, 

    Our life when we shall die. 

 

2 Christ has our host surrounded 

    With clouds of martyrs bright, 

Who wave their palms in triumph 

    And fire us for the fight. 

Then Christ the cross ascended 

    To save a world undone 

And, suff’ring for the sinful, 

    Our full redemption won. 

 

3 Down through the realm of darkness 

    He strode in victory, 

And at the hour appointed 

    He rose triumphantly. 

And now, to heav’n ascended, 

    He sits upon the throne 

Whence He had ne’er departed, 

    His Father’s and His own. 

 

D 4 Glory to God the Father, 

    The unbegotten One, 

All honor be to Jesus, 

    His sole-begotten Son, 

And to the Holy Spirit— 

    The perfect Trinity. 

Let all the worlds give answer: 

    Amen! So let it be. 
Text: attr. Columba, 521–597; tr. Duncan MacGregor, 1854–1923, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C♫and His mercy endureth forever. 
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P Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN”                                                                    LSB 921 

1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2 To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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