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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Third Sunday of Easter 
19 April 2026 

 

Pre-Service Music 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Call to Worship 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“Thy Strong Word” LSB 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

Δ 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005097 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C   who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 133 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!  It is like the precious oil on the head, 

running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! It is like 

the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD has commanded the 
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blessing, life forevermore.  

 

Gloria Patri  

C♫ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Kyrie  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  

C♫ Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we 

bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O 

Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou 

that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; 

Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory 

of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫ And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful 

people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36–41 

 14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.”   37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 

and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are 

far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore 

witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41So 

those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual 

Christ has risen from the dead. [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. He has given 

him dominion over the works of his hands; he has put all things under his feet. 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:17–25 

 17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct 

yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the 

futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19but with 

the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the 

foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake, 21who through him are 

believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 

God. 

 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 

another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for 

“All flesh is like grass 

 and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, 

 and the flower falls, 
25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia  

C♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:13–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While 

they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16But their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding 

with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, named Cleopas, 

answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened 

there in these days?” 19And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how 

our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21But we had 

hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in 

the morning, 23and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a 

vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, 

and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary that the Christ 
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should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 

he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 
29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far 

spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took the bread and 

blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And 

he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 

talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and 

returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 
34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened 

on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART 

The Conclusion 

 C  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

What does this mean? 

C  This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, 

and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to 

hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Sit 
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SERMON HYMN: ♫“With High Delight Let Us Unite” LSB 483 

1     With high delight 

    Let us unite 

In songs of great jubilation. 

    Ye pure in heart, 

    All bear your part, 

Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

    To set us free 

    Forever, He 

    Is ris’n and sends 

    To all earth’s ends 

Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 

2     True God, He first 

    From death has burst 

Forth into life, all subduing. 

    His enemy 

    Doth vanquished lie; 

His death has been death’s undoing. 

    “And yours shall be 

    Like victory 

    O’er death and grave,” 

    Saith He, who gave 

His life for us, life renewing. 

 

3     Let praises ring; 

    Give thanks, and bring 

To Christ our Lord adoration. 

    His honor speed 

    By word and deed 

To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 

    So shall His love 

    Give us above, 

    From misery 

    And death set free, 

All joy and full consolation. 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005097 

 

Sermon: “ How will you live?” 1 Peter 1:17-25 

                            By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C  Amen. 
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Offertory  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN: ♫“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                                                      LSB 781 v. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C♫We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C♫It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this 

day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  

C♫Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heave’n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, 

hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

P Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord  

 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  

C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, 

Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send 

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 

2 What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many_a year, 

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

3 Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 

Him of twofold race behold— 

Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

4 As Your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me 

Which is Yours eternally. 

 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.Text: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” LSB 743 

1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 

    Truest friend to me, 

Ah, how long in anguish 

Shall my spirit languish, 

    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 

        Thou art mine, 

        O Lamb divine! 

I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 

Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 

2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 

    Cannot reach me here. 

Though the earth be shaking, 

Ev’ry heart be quaking, 

    Jesus calms my fear. 

        Lightnings flash 

        And thunders crash; 

Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 

Jesus will not fail me. 

 

3 Satan, I defy thee; 

Death, I now decry thee; 

    Fear, I bid thee cease. 

World, thou shalt not harm me 

Nor thy threats alarm me 

    While I sing of peace. 

        God’s great pow’r 

        Guards ev’ry hour; 

Earth and all its depths adore Him, 

Silent bow before Him. 

 

4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 

    Jesus is my choice. 

Hence, all empty glory! 

Naught to me thy story 

    Told with tempting voice. 

        Pain or loss, 

        Or shame or cross, 

Shall not from my Savior move me 

Since He deigns to love me. 
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5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563 

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 

3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 

Was also shed in love for me. 

 

4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 

For all a full atonement made. 

 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
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6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  

C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C♫and His mercy endureth forever. 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Salutation and Benedicamus  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫ “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” LSB 919 

1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

    Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us 

    Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

    Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter 

    True peace and joy afford. 
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3 Abide with heav’nly brightness 

    Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us 

    From error’s gloomy night. 

 

4 Abide with richest blessings 

    Among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom 

    Grow daily through Your Word. 

 

5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

    To reach our home above. 
Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 
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