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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Third Sunday of Easter 
14 April 2024 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

BAPTISM HYMN: ♫“DEAREST JESUS, WE ARE HERE”                                                                 LSB 592  V. 1-4 

1 Dearest Jesus, we are here, 

    Gladly Your command obeying; 

With this child we now draw near 

    In response to Your own saying 

That to You it shall be given 

As a child and heir of heaven. 

 

2 Your command is clear and plain, 

    And we would obey it duly: 

“You must all be born again, 

    Heart and life renewing truly, 

Born of water and the Spirit, 

And My kingdom thus inherit.” 

 

3 Therefore we have come to You, 

    In our arms this infant bearing. 

Truly here Your grace we view; 

    May this child, Your mercy sharing, 

In Your arms be shielded ever, 

Yours on earth and Yours forever. 

 

4 Gracious Head, Your member own; 

    Shepherd, take Your lamb and feed it; 

Prince of Peace, make here Your throne; 

    Way of Life, to heaven lead it; 

Precious Vine, let nothing sever 

From Your side this branch forever. 

 

We will use the order of baptism on page 268 of the hymnal 
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AFTER BAPTISM HYMN: ♫“DEAREST JESUS, WE ARE HERE”                                                                 LSB 592 V. 5  

5 Now into Your heart we pour 

    Prayers that from our hearts proceeded. 

Our petitions heav’nward soar; 

    May our hearts’ desires be heeded! 

Write the name we now have given; 

Write it in the book of heaven! 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                                          PSALM 30:1–5 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  I will extol you, O LORD, 

for you have drawn me up and have not let my foes rejoice over me.  O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

and you have healed me.  O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from 

among those who go down to the pit.  Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy 

name.  For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but 

joy comes with the morning.  

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit.  

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, 

rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                                                 ACTS 3:11–21 

   While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in 

the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why 

do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him 

walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But 

you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his name—

has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this 

perfect health in the presence of you all. 

   “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the 

mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn again, that 

your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 

may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the 

things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ADULT CHOIR:  ♫“CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER”                                                                  LSB 725

  

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                              1 JOHN 3:1–7 

   See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 

The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, 

and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 

shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

   Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 

appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 



4 

 

who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 

practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                LUKE 24:36–49 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

   As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 

But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you 

troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and 

see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have 

you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them. 

   Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened 

their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 

on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending 

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE 

The Seventh Commandment 

C  You shall not steal. 

  

What does this mean? 

C  We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get 

them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income. 

 

Sit 
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SERMON HYMN: ♫“WITH HIGH DELIGHT LET US UNITE”                                                                     LSB 483 

1 With high delight 

    Let us unite 

In songs of great jubilation. 

    Ye pure in heart, 

    All bear your part, 

Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

    To set us free 

    Forever, He 

    Is ris’n and sends 

    To all earth’s ends 

Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 

2 True God, He first 

    From death has burst 

Forth into life, all subduing. 

    His enemy 

    Doth vanquished lie; 

His death has been death’s undoing. 

    “And yours shall be 

    Like victory 

    O’er death and grave,” 

    Saith He, who gave 

His life for us, life renewing. 

 

3 Let praises ring; 

    Give thanks, and bring 

To Christ our Lord adoration. 

    His honor speed 

    By word and deed 

To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 

    So shall His love 

    Give us above, 

    From misery 

    And death set free, 

All joy and full consolation. 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005097 

 

SERMON: “A GREAT CHANGE”                                                                                                         1 JOHN 3:1-7 

                   By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN                                                           LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT”                                                                            LSB 720 

1 We walk by faith and not by sight, 

    No gracious words we hear 

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 

    But we believe Him near. 

 

2 We may not touch His hands and side, 

    Nor follow where He trod; 

But in His promise we rejoice 

    And cry “My Lord and God!” 

 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

    And may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near 

    And seek where You are found. 

 

4 For You, O resurrected Lord, 

    Are found in means divine: 

Beneath the water and the Word, 

    Beneath the bread and wine. 

 

5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, 

    In realms of clearer light 

We may behold You as You are, 

    With full and endless sight. 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. Text: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

P Collect 

C♫Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“GOD LOVES ME DEARLY”                                                                                        LSB 392 

1 God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. Refrain 

 

Refrain: 

 Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 

 

2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free. Refrain 

 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. Refrain 

 

4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. Refrain 

 

5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. Refrain 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite Text: Public domain 
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SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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