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BARABBAS
Barabbas was a heartless, brutal criminal with anger in his heart and blood on his hands. Custom dictated
that Pontius Pilate should release one prisoner at the feast of Passover. Pilate knows Jesus is innocent and tries
to get the crowd to ask for Jesus’ release, but the crowd calls instead for Barabbas. The crowd condemns the
innocent Jesus and demands that the guilty Barabbas receive a pardon. We are Barabbas. We are guilty and
sinful and deserving of death. But we are also Barabbas in that Jesus takes our place, takes our punishment,
and sets us free.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Stand
OPENING SENTENCES
P O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C make haste to help me, O Lord.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.
PSALM
PSALM 57
For Your steadfast love is great to the heavens, Your faithfulness to the clouds. Be merciful to me, O God, be
merciful to me, for in You my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge, till the storms
of destruction pass by. I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills His purpose for me. He will send from
heaven and save me; He will put to shame him who tramples on me. God will send out His steadfast love
and His faithfulness! My soul is in the midst of lions; I lie down amid | fiery beasts—the children of man,
whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let Your glory be over all the earth! They set a net for my steps; my soul was bowed down. They dug a pit in
my way, but they have fallen into it themselves. My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast! I will
sing and make melody! Awake, my glory! Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn! I will give thanks
to You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You among the nations. For Your steadfast love is
great to the heavens, Your faithfulness to the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory
be over all the earth!
Silence for reflection
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PSALM PRAYER
P Merciful Lord, You are our refuge in time of trouble and our hope in distress. Keep us in Your care that we
may be raised from the death of sin to life in Christ and give faithful witness to Your mercy by
proclaiming Your name and Your salvation to the nations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.
Sit
HYMN: ♫“STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED”
1 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
See Him dying on the tree!
’Tis the Christ, by man rejected;
Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He!
’Tis the long-expected Prophet,
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord;
Proofs I see sufficient of it:
’Tis the true and faithful Word.
2

Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning,
Foes insulting His distress;
Many hands were raised to wound Him,
None would intervene to save;
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him
Was the stroke that justice gave.
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Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly,
Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load;
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.
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Here we have a firm foundation,
Here the refuge of the lost:
Christ, the Rock of our salvation,
Is the name of which we boast;
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
Sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded
Who on Him their hope have built.
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READING:
ZECHARIAH 9:11–12
P A reading from Zechariah, the ninth chapter.
As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the
waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you
double.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
READING
2 CORINTHIANS 3:15–18
P A reading from Second Corinthians, the third chapter.
Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil
is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree
of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
READING
JOHN 18:33–40
P A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter.
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about Me?” Pilate answered,
“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would have
been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But My kingdom is not from the world.” Then
Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
listens to My voice.” Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?”
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in Him. But you have
a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release to you the
King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
LENT RESPONSORY
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
Sit
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SERMON HYMN: ♫“OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING”
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!
2

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.
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Jesus! The name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’Tis life and health and peace.
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He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin;
He sets the pris’ner free.
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.
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Look unto Him, ye nations; own
Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.
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See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off’ring made
For ev’ry soul of man.
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To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever giv’n
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heav’n.
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SERMON: “BARABBAS”
By Pastor John Schmidt

JOHN 18:33-40

Stand
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.
Sit
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HYMN: ♫“WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS”
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
2

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

3

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
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And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.
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KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
COLLECTS
P O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C Amen.
P O Lord, when the guilty was chosen instead of Your Son and He went to the cross, we saw both the depth
of our sin and the greatness of Your mercy. Deliver us from every pride and arrogance that in humility of
faith and repentance we may abide in Christ and He in us all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P God, the strength of the weak and the consolation of all who put their trust in You, mercifully accept our
prayers on behalf of Your servants, [especially . . .], that by Your power their sickness may be turned to
health according to Your good and gracious will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and
also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: ♫“COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
2

Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
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