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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
12 March 2023 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY”                                                                    LSB 699 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

    Thy head upon My breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

    So weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 

    And He has made me glad. 

 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

    Stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

    Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

    And now I live in Him. 

 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 

Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 

    And all thy day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

    In Him my star, my sun; 

And in that light of life I’ll walk 

    Till trav’ling days are done. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
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P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                                            PSALM 84:1–4 

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.  How lovely is your dwelling 

place, O LORD of hosts!  My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and flesh sing for joy to 

the living God.  Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.  Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, ever singing 

your praise! 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and 

bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 

of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                                         EXODUS 17:1–7 

   All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 

commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore 

the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you 
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quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled 

against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock 

with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 

And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take 

in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock 

at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses 

did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because 

of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or 

not?”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ADULT CHOIR: ♫“OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS”                                                  LSB 707                                                        

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                          ROMANS 5:1–8 

   Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope 

of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

   For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love 

for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                    JOHN 4:5–26 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

   [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 

well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth 

hour. 

   There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For his disciples had 

gone away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a 

drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 

and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 

water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The 

water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to 

him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

   Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 

Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one 

you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that 

you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 



4 

 

people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 

we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and 

those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is 

coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 

you am he.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE  

Holy Baptism - Fourth 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die 

with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God 

in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

Where is this written? 

C  St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN: ♫“MAY GOD BESTOW ON US HIS GRACE”                                                                 LSB 823 

1 May God bestow on us His grace, 

    With blessings rich provide us; 

And may the brightness of His face 

    To life eternal guide us, 

That we His saving health may know, 

    His gracious will and pleasure, 

And also to the nations show 

    Christ’s riches without measure 

And unto God convert them. 
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2 Thine over all shall be the praise 

    And thanks of ev’ry nation; 

And all the world with joy shall raise 

    The voice of exultation. 

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, 

    Nor suffer sin to flourish; 

Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word 

    Their souls to feed and nourish, 

In righteous paths to keep them. 

 

D 3 O let the people praise Thy worth, 

    In all good works increasing; 

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, 

    Thy Word is rich in blessing. 

May God the Father, God the Son, 

    And God the Spirit bless us! 

Let all the world praise Him alone, 

    Let solemn awe possess us. 

Now let our hearts say, “Amen!” 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: “DOES HE CARE?”                                                                                                              JOHN 4:5-26 

                                By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  

    ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                                                                        LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 



6 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME”                                                                                              LSB 761 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P  Collect 

C♫Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon 

you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  ♫“JESUS, REFUGE OF THE WEARY”                                                                           LSB 423 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us 

    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 
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