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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

23 February 2025 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME”                                                                              LSB 761 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
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C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT PSALM 37:1–5 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.  Fret 

not yourself because of evildoers; be not envious of wrongdoers!  For they will soon fade like the grass and 

wither like the green herb.  Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.  Delight 

yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, 

and he will act. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
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O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may be 

defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING GENESIS 45:3–15 

   Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for 

they were dismayed at his presence. 

   So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 

brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 

you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two 

years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before 

you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the 

land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me 

lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 

me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There 

I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all 

that you have, do not come to poverty.’ And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that 

it is my mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have 

seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and 

Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 

with him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

5TH – 8TH GRADE ANTHEM: ♫“GLORY BE TO JESUS”  

 

EPISTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 15:19–26, 30–42 

       If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
    But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a 

man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  

   For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 

then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  . . . 

   Why am I in danger every hour? I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

I die every day! What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, 

“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up 

from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say 

this to your shame. 

   But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” You foolish person! 

What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare 

kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 

seed its own body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another 

for birds, and another for fish. There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is 
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of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 

moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 

   So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 6:27–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

   [Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from 

one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and 

from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to 

you, do so to them. 

   “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And 

if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And 

if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 

to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 

   “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will 

be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 

be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART 

The First Article 

Creation 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

What does this mean? 

C  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, 

and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.  He also gives me 
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clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. 

He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.  He defends me 

against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 

and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 

 

Sit 

 

SEMON HYMN: ♫“O GOD, O LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH”                                                              LSB 834 

1 O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, 

    Thy living finger never wrote 

    That life should be an aimless mote, 

A deathward drift from futile birth. 

    Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled 

    In splendor through Thy broken world. 

Since light awoke and life began, 

Thou hast desired Thy life for man. 

 

2 Our fatal will to equal Thee, 

    Our rebel will wrought death and night. 

    We seized and used in prideful spite 

Thy wondrous gift of liberty. 

    We housed us in this house of doom, 

    Where death had royal scope and room, 

Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace, 

Breached all its walls for our release. 

 

3 Thou camest to our hall of death, 

    O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air, 

    To drink for us the dark despair 

That strangled our reluctant breath. 

    How beautiful the feet that trod 

    The road that leads us back to God! 

How beautiful the feet that ran 

To bring the great good news to man! 

 

D 4 O Spirit, who didst once restore 

    Thy Church that it might be again 

    The bringer of good news to men, 

Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 

    That in these gray and latter days 

    There may be those whose life is praise, 

Each life a high doxology 

To Father, Son, and unto Thee. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. Text: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

SERMON:   

                       By Pastor John Schmidt 
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Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

5TH – 8TH GRADE ANTHEM:  ♫“OLD RUGGED CROSS” 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN: ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN                                                LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL”                                                                                   LSB 845 

1 Where charity and love prevail 

    There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love 

    By love are we thus bound. 

 

2 With grateful joy and holy fear 

    His charity we learn; 

Let us with heart and mind and soul 

    Now love Him in return. 

 

3 Forgive we now each other’s faults 

    As we our faults confess, 

And let us love each other well 

    In Christian holiness. 

 

4 Let strife among us be unknown; 

    Let all contention cease; 
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Be God’s the glory that we seek; 

    Be ours His holy peace. 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

    We are in Him made one. 

 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all 

    Whose Father is the same. 
Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt.  Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P  Collect 

C♫Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US”                                                          LSB 851 

1 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

    That tremendous sacrifice; 

And with that have freely given 

    Blessings countless as the sand 

To the_unthankful and the evil 

    With Your own unsparing hand. 

 

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

    Gladly, freely of Your own. 

With the sunshine of Your goodness 

    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures, 

    Warmed by You, at length believe 

That more happy and more blessèd 

    ’Tis to give than to receive. 

 

3 Wondrous honor You have given 

    To our humblest charity 

In Your own mysterious sentence, 

    “You have done it all to Me.” 

Can it be, O gracious Master, 

    That You deign for alms to sue, 
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Saying by Your poor and needy, 

    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

4 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 

Never grudging for the lost ones 

    That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, 

    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 

But, oh, best of all Your graces, 

    With Your love our love renew. 
Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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