Divine Service, Setting Three

The Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany
Lutheran Hour Ministries Sunday
1 February 2026

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN: /J”"DEAREST JESUS, WE ARE HERE"
1 Dearest Jesus, we are here,
Gladly Your command obeying;
With this child we now draw near
In response to Your own saying
That to You it shall be given
As a child and heir of heaven.

2 Your command is clear and plain,
And we would obey it duly:
“You must all be born again,
Heart and life renewing truly,
Born of water and the Spirit,
And My kingdom thus inherit.”

3 Therefore we have come to You,
In our arms this infant bearing.
Truly here Your grace we view;
May this child, Your mercy sharing,
In Your arms be shielded ever,
Yours on earth and Yours forever.

4 Gracious Head, Your member own;
Shepherd, take Your lamb and feed it;
Prince of Peace, make here Your throne;
Way of Life, to heaven lead it;
Precious Vine, let nothing sever
From Your side this branch forever.

5 Now into Your heart we pour
Prayers that from our hearts proceeded.
Our petitions heav'nward soar;
May our hearts’ desires be heeded!
Write the name we now have given;

Write it in the book of heaven!
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.Text: Public domain
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Stand

RERE FLF

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P

(P

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which | have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

INTROIT PSALM 1:1-5
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his
delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams
of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The
wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

GLORIA PATRI
(3.1 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE
[d.]Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
[3.]Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly
King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of
God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P} The Lord be with you.

(3.1 And with thy spirit.

P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright.
Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

@.)JAmen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING MICAH 6:1-8
Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear,

you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have | done to you? How
have | wearied you? Answer me! For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember what Balak king
of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” "With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself
before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O man, what is good; and what
does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness
of the LORD endures forever. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his
courts!

EPISTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31
The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written, "l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world,
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”



P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA

(CHY

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:1-12
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

(CHY

(P
(CHY

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -1 of the world to come.
Amen.

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART
The Introduction

Our Father who art in heaven.



What does this mean?
With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His
true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their
dear father.

Sit

SERMON HYMN: J7“SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR"” LSB 842
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,

Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,

You our Head, who, throned in glory,
For Your own will ever plead:

Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

2 AsYou, Lord, have lived for others,

So may we for others live.

Freely have Your gifts been granted;
Freely may Your servants give.

Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
Yours the wealth of land and sea;

We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,

King of love and Prince of Peace;

Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.

By Your patient years of toiling,
By Your silent hours of pain,

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing
That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:

Here on earth Your will be done.
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt. Text: Public domain

SERMON:"THE TRUTH UNCHANGING"—LUTHERN HOUR MINISTRIES SUNDAY
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand



P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
[3.)1Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit
OFFERING

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: JJ“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN" LSB 781 V. 1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE

P) The Lord be with you.

(3. And with thy spirit.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

[@.)) We lift them up unto the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

(.31t is meet and right so to do.

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the
foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS
(3.)1Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

LORD'’S PRAYER
[P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
(3.3 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
[P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
[¥4.; Amen.

AGNUS DEI
(3.10 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb
of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: /J7"WHEN | SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS” LSB 425
1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
| sacrifice them to His blood.

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,

Demands my soul, my life, my all!
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn: J] "Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB 904
1 Blesséd Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.



2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

3 Gracious Savior, good and kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

A4 Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,
Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word,
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,

Till we sing Your praises yonder.

Text (sts. 1-3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84; (sts. 1-3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt,; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Buichlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr.
unknown, alt. Text: Public domain

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: /7J"SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE” LSB 394
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,

Branch of royal David’s stem

In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest
In Thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow'r divine,
Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.



3 Manifest in making whole

Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight,
Quelling all the devil’s might;

Manifest in gracious will,

Ever bringing good fromiill;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.

4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,

Stars shall fall, the heav'ns shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
All will see His glorious sign;

All will then the trumpet hear,

All will see the Judge appear;
Thou by all wilt be confessed,
God in man made manifest.

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,
Present in Thy holy Word—
Grace to imitate Thee now
And be pure, as pure art Thou;
That we might become like Thee
At Thy great epiphany
And may praise Thee, ever blest,

God in man made manifest.
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85, alt. Text: Public domain

Stand

NUNC DIMITTIS
()] Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

[P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

[¥.)Jand His mercy endureth forever.

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

@.)JAmen.



SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P} The Lord be with you.
(3.1 And with thy spirit.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
(4. Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.

[d4.; Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN: JJ“LIFT HIGH THE CROSS”

Refrain:

6

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

Let ev'ry race and ev'ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

LSB 837

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt. Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110005097

SILENT PRAYER
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