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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
12 January 2025 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION”                                                                               LSB 728 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 



2 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT PSALM 2:7–11, 12 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights.  I will tell of the decree: The LORD 

said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

and the ends of the earth your possession.  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces 

like a potter’s vessel.”  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.  Serve the LORD with 

fear, and rejoice with trembling, for his wrath is quickly kindled.  Blessèd are all who take refuge in him.   

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit.  

P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 
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Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 43:1–7 

   But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:  “Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and 

the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt 

as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  Because you are precious in my eyes, and honored, and 

I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life.  Fear not, for I am with you; I will 

bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you.  I will say to the north, Give up, and to 

the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone 

who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM:  ♫“BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE SONS OF THE MORNING” 

 

EPISTLE ROMANS 6:1–11 

   What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who 

died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

   For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 

nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now 

if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ being raised from 

the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, 

once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 3:15–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 

coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

   So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. But Herod the tetrarch, who had 

been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, added 

this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 
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   Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens 

were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART 

The Seventh Commandment 

C  You shall not steal. 

  

What does this mean? 

C   We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get 

them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN: ♫“TO JORDAN CAME THE CHRIST, OUR LORD”                                                        LSB 406 

1 To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord, 

    To do His Father’s pleasure; 

Baptized by John, the Father’s Word 

    Was given us to treasure. 

This heav’nly washing now shall be 

    A cleansing from transgression 

And by His blood and agony 

    Release from death’s oppression. 

A new life now awaits us. 

 

2 O hear and mark the message well, 

    For God Himself has spoken. 

Let faith, not doubt, among us dwell 

    And so receive this token. 

Our Lord here with His Word endows 

    Pure water, freely flowing. 

God’s Holy Spirit here avows 

    Our kinship while bestowing 

The Baptism of His blessing. 
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3 These truths on Jordan’s banks were shown 

    By mighty word and wonder. 

The Father’s voice from heav’n came down, 

    Which we do well to ponder: 

“This man is My belovèd Son, 

    In whom My heart has pleasure. 

Him you must hear, and Him alone, 

    And trust in fullest measure 

The word that He has spoken.” 

 

4 There stood the Son of God in love, 

    His grace to us extending; 

The Holy Spirit like a dove 

    Upon the scene descending; 

The triune God assuring us, 

    With promises compelling, 

That in our Baptism He will thus 

    Among us find a dwelling 

To comfort and sustain us. 

 

5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

    “Go out to ev’ry nation, 

And bring to them the living Word 

    And this My invitation: 

Let ev’ryone abandon sin 

    And come in true contrition 

To be baptized and thereby win 

    Full pardon and remission 

And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

 

6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 

They shall in sin and shame abide 

    And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their works must fail, 

    Their striving saves them never; 

Their pious acts do not avail, 

    And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 
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7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

    Is water as we pour it. 

Before the eye of faith unfolds 

    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood 

    To all our ills bring healing; 

The wonders of His precious blood 

    The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, 1911–88, alt. Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110005097 

 

SERMON: “WHAT IS YOUR IDENTITY”                                                                                            LUKE 3:15-22 

                                By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN                                           LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

  

Sit 
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HYMN: ♫“HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK”                                                                                               LSB 735 

1 Have no fear, little flock; 

Have no fear, little flock, 

    For the Father has chosen 

    To give you the Kingdom; 

Have no fear, little flock! 

 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

Have good cheer, little flock, 

    For the Father will keep you 

    In His love forever; 

Have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 

Praise the Lord high above, 

    For He stoops down to heal you, 

    Uplift and restore you; 

Praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

Thankful hearts raise to God, 

    For He stays close beside you, 

    In all things works with you; 

Thankful hearts raise to God! 
Text (st. 1): Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930–2022; (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010 Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P  Collect 

C♫Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  ♫“ALL WHO BELIEVE AND ARE BAPTIZED”                                                           LSB 601 

1 All who believe and are baptized 

    Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

    They are a new creation. 

Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand 

Among the glorious, heav’nly band 

    Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 
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2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 

    Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 

Help us in our infirmity 

    Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 

That by this sacrament we may 

    Eternal life inherit. 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 


