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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

8 December 2024 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

OPENING HYMN: ♫“HARK THE GLAD SOUND”                                                                                 LSB 349 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To_enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                            PSALM 81:8, 10–11, 13 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  Hear, O my 

people, while I admonish you!  O Israel, if you would but listen to me!  I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you up out of the land of Egypt.  Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people did not listen to my 

voice; Israel would not submit to me.  Oh, that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways! 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may 

be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                                      MALACHI 3:1–7B 

   “Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 

says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 

he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 

sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 

Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 

years. 

   “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 

against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the 

fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
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   “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your 

fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM:  ♫“O COME REDEEMER” 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                                   PHILIPPIANS 1:2–11 

   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

   I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 

with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel 

this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you 

all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 

of God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                     LUKE 3:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being 

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 

of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be 

filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough 

places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

   He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.” 

   And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 

share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized 

and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized 

to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART 

The Fourth Commandment 

C   Honor your father and your mother. 

  

What does this mean? 

C   We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, 

but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN:  ♫“ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY”                                                          LSB 344 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. Composite Text: Public domain 
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SERMON: “A MESSAGE SHARED”                                                                                                MALACHI 3:1-7B 

                      By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                                          LSB 781 V.1 & 2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR”                                                                                  LSB 508 

1 The day is surely drawing near 

    When Jesus, God’s anointed, 

In all His power shall appear 

    As judge whom God appointed. 

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 

And flames on flames shall ravage earth 

    As Scripture long has warned us. 

 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound 

    And all the earth be shaken, 

And all who rest beneath the ground 

    Shall from their sleep awaken. 

But all who live will in that hour, 

By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, 

    Be changed at His commanding. 
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3 The books are opened then to all, 

    A record truly telling 

What each has done, both great and small, 

    When he on earth was dwelling, 

And ev’ry heart be clearly seen, 

And all be known as they have been 

    In thoughts and words and actions. 

 

4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord 

    And sought but carnal pleasures, 

Who here despised His precious Word 

    And loved their earthly treasures! 

With shame and trembling they will stand 

And at the judge’s stern command 

    To Satan be delivered. 

 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 

 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 
Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P  Collect 

C♫Amen 
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BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING”                                                         LSB 345 

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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