ADVENT WORSHIP
DECEMBER 6, 2023

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
SERBIN, TX



Look Up! THE STAR OF PEACE DRAWS NEAR

The season of Advent is filled with the relentless seeking of things. Shopping is in full swing, and we hear the
promise again and again: If we have all the right stuff, buy all the perfect gifts, attend all the posh parties, and
decorate with all the trendy decorations, then we will feel complete and at peace. Counter this line of thinking
with what God's Word teaches us about contentment. The apostle Paul writes, "Now there is great gain in
godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the
world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content” (1 Timothy 6:6-8). As we pause during
this first week of Advent and pray for the Lord to stir up our hearts for the arrival of His Son, we remember the
story of the ancient Magi, who followed the star and found contentment in the King who had been born to save
them. Jesus now invites us also to follow Him and receive from Him that same peace, that "godliness with
contentment,” which the Magi also received.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Stand

OPENING SENTENCES PSALM 51:15, 70:1
O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.
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PSALM PSALM 80:1-7
[P} Restore us, O God of hosts;
Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!
[P) Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like
a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine
forth.

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,

stir up Your might and come to save us!
Restore us, O God;

let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

O LoRrD God of hosts,

how long will You be angry with Your people’s
prayers?

P} You have fed them with the bread of tears

RERFERE



and given them tears to drink in full measure.

P} You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,

and our enemies laugh among themselves.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Sit

HYMN: J/7“SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”

1

Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,

By the Spirit of our God,

Was the Word of God made flesh—
Woman'’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.

In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.

God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son

Who in flesh the vict'ry won.

By Your mighty pow'r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
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A8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.
Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097

FIRST READING 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-9
(P} A reading from 1 Timothy, the sixth chapter.

Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot
take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING MATTHEW 2:1-2, 9-10
(P) A reading from Matthew, the second chapter.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the
east came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it
rose and have come to worship Him.”

After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy.

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT
(P] Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
(P] In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
(P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
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Sit

SERMON HYMN: JJ“AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”
1

He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no

end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -I- of the world to come.

Amen.

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before

Thee, whom heav’'n and earth adore;

So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,

So may we with holy joy,

Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’'nly King.

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heav'nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.

Text: Public domain
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SERMON: “LOOK UP! THE STAR OF PEACE DRAWS NEAR” 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-8
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
[3.)iCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Sit

OFFERING

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: JJ”"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN LSB 781 V. 1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain

PREFACE

[P} The Lord be with you.

[@d.)] And with thy spirit.

P} Lift up your hearts.

[¥.)]We lift them up unto the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

(3,31t is meet and right so to do.

P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS
(3.7 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.



LORD’S PRAYER
P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
[4.]For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
@.)JAmen.

AGNUS DEI
(3,10 Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ,
Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb
of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: /7“ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY” LSB 344
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist's cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow'rs that wither and decay.

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev'ry place.

A5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore.
Text: Public domain



Stand

NUNC DIMITTIS
[3.]Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

[d.)Jand His mercy endureth forever.

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

@)JAmen.

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P) The Lord be with you.
(3. And with thy spirit.
P} Bless we the Lord.
(3.1 Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I~ give you peace.
@) Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN: J7”"WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER"” LSB 763
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain

Refrain:
It is well (It is well)
with my soul, (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain



3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;

Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain
Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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