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WONDERFUL COUNSELOR 

During the season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate the birth of God’s Son, who was given the name Jesus—

a Hebrew name that means “God saves.” However, in addition to His earthly name, Holy Scripture calls Jesus by 

various titles that describe something about His person or work. We will examine the four titles given to Jesus in 

Isaiah 9:6—Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace—and will study how each 

of these titles describes something about who Jesus is and what He did for our salvation. 

Today we consider how God rescues us from the cunning counsel of the devil and blesses us with the 

wonderful counsel of His Son, whose Word of truth sets us free from sin and its damning deception. Jesus is 

given the title Wonderful Counselor because His Word rescues us from the lies of the devil and our own self-

deception and leads us into God’s wisdom, which results in our salvation. 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Stand 

 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                    PSALM 51:15, 70:1 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen.  Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

PSALM          PSALM 119:129–136 

P  Your testimonies are wonderful; 

C  therefore my soul keeps them. 

P  The unfolding of Your words gives light;  

C  it imparts understanding to the simple. 

P  I open my mouth and pant, 

C  because I long for Your commandments. 

P  Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

C  as is Your way with those who love Your name. 

P  Keep steady my steps according to Your promise, 

C  and let no iniquity get dominion over me. 

P  Redeem me from man’s oppression, 

C  that I may keep Your precepts. 

P  Make Your face shine upon Your servant, 

C  and teach me Your statutes. 

P  My eyes shed streams of tears, 
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C  because people do not keep Your law. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN:  ♫“JESUS! NAME OF WONDROUS LOVE”                                                                       LSB 900 V. 1-3 

1 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Name all other names above, 

Unto which must ev’ry knee 

Bow in deep humility. 

 

2    Jesus! Name decreed of old, 

To the maiden mother told, 

Kneeling in her lowly cell, 

By the angel Gabriel. 

 

3    Jesus! Name of priceless worth 

To the fallen of the earth 

For the promise that it gave, 

“Jesus shall His people save.” 
Text: Public domain 

 

FIRST READING       ISAIAH 9:1–2, 6–7 

P A reading from Isaiah, the ninth chapter. 

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He brought into contempt the 

land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time He has made glorious the way of the sea, the 

land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shined. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING ROMANS 11:32–36 

P A reading from Romans, the eleventh chapter. 

For God has consigned all to disobedience, that He may have mercy on all.  Oh, the depth of the riches 

and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!  

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to Him 

that he might be repaid?”  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. 

Amen. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

THIRD READING              MATTHEW 7:24–29 

P A reading from Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

“Everyone then who hears these words of Mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 

not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of Mine and does 

not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 

came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at His teaching, 29for He was teaching 

them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN:  ♫“O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU”                                                                       LSB 334 

1    O Lord, how shall I meet You, 

    How welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You, 

    My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, 

    Your lamp within my breast 

To do in spirit lowly 

    All that may please You best. 

 

2    Your Zion strews before You 

    Green boughs and fairest palms; 

And I too will adore You 

    With joyous songs and psalms. 

My heart shall bloom forever 

    For You with praises new 

And from Your name shall never 

    Withhold the honor due. 
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3    I lay in fetters, groaning; 

    You came to set me free. 

I stood, my shame bemoaning; 

    You came to honor me. 

A glorious crown You give me, 

    A treasure safe on high 

That will not fail or leave me 

    As earthly riches fly. 

 

4    Love caused Your incarnation; 

    Love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation 

    Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, 

    That led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, 

    Our lost and fallen race. 

 

5    Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6    He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON:   “WONDERFUL COUNSELOR”  

                                                 By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
 

ANTIPHON  

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

C and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

MAGNIFICAT 

P My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 

C for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

P For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

C For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 

P and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 

C He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

P He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly. 

C He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away. 

P He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and 

to his seed forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 

 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                                    LSB 781 V.1 & 2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Text: Public domain 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C♫We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C♫It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and 
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calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 

in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

C♫HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD GOD OF SABAOTH; HEAV’N AND EARTH ARE FULL OF THY GLORY.  

HOSANNA, HOSANNA, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that 

cometh in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

C♫For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C♫Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

C♫O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, 

Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  O Christ, Thou Lamb 

of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”                                                              LSB 332 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 
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4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8   Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: ♫“THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT”                                                        LSB 412 

1 The people that in darkness sat 

    A glorious light have seen; 

The light has shined on them who long 

    In shades of death have been, 

    In shades of death have been. 

 

2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 

    The gath’ring nations come; 

They joy as when the reapers bear 

    Their harvest treasures home, 

    Their harvest treasures home. 

 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 

    To us a Son is giv’n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
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4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

    The Everlasting Lord, 

The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

    The God by all adored, 

    The God by all adored. 

 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

         And make us Thine alone, 

    Who with the Father ever art 

        And Holy Spirit, one, 

        And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

C♫Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen 

Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 

and the glory of Thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C♫and His mercy endureth forever. 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C♫Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C♫Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: ♫“COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS”                                                                 LSB 338 

1   Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2   Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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