Divine Service, Setting Three

The Third Sunday in Advent
December 14, 2025

Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the
Call to Worship

BAPTISM HYMN: /J"GOD’S OWN CHILD, | GLADLY SAY IT”
1 God’s own child, I gladly say it:

| am baptized into Christ!

He, because | could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.

Do | need earth’s treasures many?

I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer:

| am baptized into Christ!

| have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.

Should a guilty conscience seize me

Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3 Satan, hear this proclamation:
| am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I've traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!
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Death, you cannot end my gladness:
| am baptized into Christ!

When | die, | leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!

Though I lie in dust and ashes

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

We will use the order of baptism on page 268 of the hymnal

AFTER BAPTISM HYMN: /J“GOD’S OWN CHILD, | GLADLY SAY IT" LSB 594 V.5
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There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I'll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
| am baptized into Christ;
I’'m a child of paradise!

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097

Stand

RERE FEF

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

(P

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge
of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may
come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.



INTROIT PSALM 71:14-18

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. | will hope continually and will praise you yet more and
more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day, for their number is past my
knowledge. With the mighty deeds of the Lord GoD, | will come; | will remind them of your righteousness,
yours alone. O God, from my youth you have taught me, and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds. So even
to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until | proclaim your might to another generation, your
power to all those to come.

GLORIA PATRI
(3.1 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

KYRIE
[d.]Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
(3.1 And with thy spirit.
P) Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your
gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

@) Amen.
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall
blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be strong; fear not! Behold, your
God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they
lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way
of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are
fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM: /7"COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS"”



EPISTLE JAMES 5:7-11
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit

of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffering and patience,
brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who
remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord,
how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
[3.; Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 11:2-15
[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
[@.)]Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, "Are
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, | send my messenger before your
face, who will prepare your way before you.’

Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet
the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(3. Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.



CATECHETICAL VERSE TO KNOW BY HEART
The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house,
or get it in a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.

Sit

SERMON HYMN: /J“HARK THE GLAD SOUND"” LSB 349
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
And ev'ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris'ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To_enrich the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’'n’s eternal arches ring

With Thy beloved name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51Text: Public domain

SERMON: “PATIENTLY WAITING" JAMES 5:7-11
By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand

[P} The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

OFFERTORY
[@.)iCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold
me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Sit

OFFERING



OFFERING HYMN: /7“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN *“
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!
Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit

HYMN: /7”"REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS”
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.
2 The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff'rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption

That sets Your people free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt. Text: Public domain
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Stand

(P) Collect

(CHy

Amen

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The

(CHY

CLOSING HYMN: JJ“LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES"

1

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I- give you peace.

Amen, amen, amen.

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here.

Life and salvation He doth bring;
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise

Your joyful songs of praise.

A righteous Helper comes to thee;
His chariot is humility,

His kingly crown is holiness,

His scepter, pity in distress.

The end of all our woe He brings;
Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise

Your grateful hymns of praise.

How blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes
To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joy is He

Who comes to set His people free.

To God the Spirit raise

Your happy shouts of praise.

Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heav'n’s employ,

Adorned with prayer and love and joy.

So shall your Sov’reign enter in
And new and nobler life begin.
To God alone be praise

For word and deed and grace!

LSB 340



5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine;
Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame

We offer to Thy name.
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text: Public domain

SILENT PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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