ADVENT WORSHIP
DECEMBER 14, 2022

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
SERBIN, TX

1




ABSALOM

By now, one would think we are getting the message. We often pin our hopes on passing things and even
on people who cannot save. God promised to our first parents and then again to our “father in faith,” Abraham,
that one of their descendants would be our Savior from sin and death. Though He was their son, however, it was
not yet Cain or Ishmael. God's promise increased to the great king David, whose hopes were dashed with tears
at the death of his son Absalom. Faith must hang on to the depth of God's promise. It would be generations
before God would finally send His own perfect Son, whose Baptism, suffering, death, and rising would bring
forgiveness, life, and salvation to all who are children of God by faith in Jesus, great David’s greater Son.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RINGING OF THE BELLS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Stand

OPENING SENTENCES

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.
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PSALM PSALM 110

[P} Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.

Blesséd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God.

[P} The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, until | make Your enemies Your footstool.”

The LORD sends forth from Zion Your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of Your enemies!

P} Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of Your power, in holy garments; from the womb of the
morning, the dew of Your youth will be Yours.

The LoRD has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.”

[P] The Lord is at Your right hand; He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath.

He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; He will shatter chiefs over
the wide earth.

[P) He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore He will lift up His head.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and

will be forever. Amen.
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HYMN: J7“THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN"

1

The only Son from heaven,

Foretold by ancient seers,
By God the Father given,

In human form appears.
No sphere His light confining,
No star so brightly shining

As He, our Morning Star.

O time of God appointed,
O bright and holy morn!
He comes, the king anointed,
The Christ, the virgin-born,
Grim death to vanquish for us,
To open heav'n before us
And bring us life again.

O Lord, our hearts awaken
To know and love You more,
In faith to stand unshaken,
In spirit to adore,
That we, through this world moving,
Each glimpse of heaven proving,
May reap its fullness there.

O Father, here before You
With God the Holy Ghost
And Jesus, we adore You,
O pride of angel host:
Before You mortals lowly
Cry, “Holy, holy, holy,
O blessed Trinity!”

Text: Public domain

FIRST READING

[P} A reading from Second Samuel, the eighteenth chapter.
Now David was sitting between the two gates, and the watchman went up to the roof of the gate by the wall,
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2 SAMUEL 18:24-33

and when he lifted up his eyes and looked, he saw a man running alone. The watchman called out and told the
king. And the king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And he drew nearer and nearer. The
watchman saw another man running. And the watchman called to the gate and said, “See, another man running
alone!” The king said, "He also brings news.” The watchman said, "I think the running of the first is like the
running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the king said, "He is a good man and comes with good news.”

Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, "All is well.” And he bowed before the king with his face to the earth and
said, "Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the
king.” And the king said, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” Ahimaaz answered, "When Joab sent the
king's servant, your servant, | saw a great commotion, but | do not know what it was.” And the king said, “Turn

aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.



And behold, the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “Good news for my lord the king! For the LORD has
delivered you this day from the hand of all who rose up against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well
with the young man Absalom?” And the Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who
rise up against you for evil be like that young man.” And the king was deeply moved and went up to the
chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!
Would | had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 5:1-10
(P} A reading from Ephesians, the fifth chapter.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper
among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let
there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore do not associate with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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THIRD READING MATTHEW 22:41-46
P} A reading from Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think
about the Christ? Whose son is He?” They said to Him, "The son of David.” He said to them, "How is it then that
David, in the Spirit, calls Him Lord, saying, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand, until | put Your
enemies under Your feet'?

If then David calls Him Lord, how is He his son?” And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that
day did anyone dare to ask Him any more questions.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT
[P} Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
P) In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
P} Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.



SERMON: “THIS IS MY SON: ABSALOM"

By Pastor John Schmidt

Stand
ANTIPHON
P} Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
A SONG OF THE SPIRIT REVELATION 22:12-14, 16-17
P) “Surely | am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
[P) “Behold, | am coming soon, bringing My recompense with Me, to repay everyone for what he has done.
| am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
P} Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they
may enter the city by the gates.
“1, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.
P] | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.”
[P} And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.
P) “Surely | am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
OFFERTORY

(@) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
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presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

OFFERING

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings.

OFFERING HYMN: ./J"WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN LSB 781 V. 1-2
1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate'er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give!

KYRIE
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS
P} O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P] Living God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in showing mercy and pity. Grant us the fullness of
Your grace to lay hold of Your promises and live forever in Your presence; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ADDITIONAL COLLECTS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

COLLECT
[P} God our Father, You sent the true Son of David, Your only Son, to become a curse for us by hanging Him
from the tree of the cross. By the sacrifice of His flesh, He has opened the way to eternal life through the
forgiveness of our sins. As we have been baptized into His death, strengthen our faith always as heirs of
Your heavenly kingdom; through the same, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
P} O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P] The grace of our Lord I« Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
Amen.



HYMN: J/J”SEE, THE LORD ASCENDS IN TRIUMPH"
1 See, the Lord ascends in triumph;

Conqu’ring King in royal state,

Riding on the clouds, His chariot,
To His heav’'nly palace gate.

Hark! The choirs of angel voices
Joyful alleluias sing,

And the portals high are lifted
To receive their heav'nly King.

2 Who is this that comes in glory

With the trump of jubilee?

Lord of battles, God of armies,
He has gained the victory.

He who on the cross did suffer,
He who from the grave arose,

He has vanquished sin and Satan;
He by death has crushed His foes.

3 While He lifts His hands in blessing,

He is parted from His friends;

While their eager eyes behold Him,
He upon the clouds ascends.

He who walked with God and pleased Him,
Preaching truth and doom to come,

He, our Enoch, is translated
To His everlasting home.

4 Now our heav'nly Aaron enters

With His blood within the veil;

Joshua now is come to Canaan,
And the kings before Him quail.

Now He plants the tribes of Israel
In their promised resting place;

Now our great Elijah offers
Double portion of His grace.

5 He has raised our human nature
On the clouds to God’s right hand;
There we sit in heav’'nly places,
There with Him in glory stand.
Jesus reigns, adored by angels;
Man with God is on the throne.
By our mighty Lord’s ascension
We by faith behold our own.

Text: Public domain
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SILENT PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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