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Divine Service, Setting Three 

The Last Sunday of the Church Year 
26 November 2023 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

BAPTISM HYMN: ♫“GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”                                                       LSB 594 V.1-4 

1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

    Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

    That brought me salvation free 

    Lasting to eternity! 

 

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my Baptism did release me 

    In a dear forgiving flood, 

    Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 

3 Satan, hear this proclamation: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation, 

    I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

    And, against your tyranny, 

    God, my Lord, unites with me! 

 

4 Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

    To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

    Baptism has the strength divine 

    To make life immortal mine. 
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We will use the order of baptism on page 268 of the hymnal 

 

AFTER BAPTISM HYMN: ♫“GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”                                              LSB 594 V. 5 

 

5 There is nothing worth comparing 

    To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

    Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

    I am baptized into Christ; 

    I’m a child of paradise! 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and 

for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge 

of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may 

come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                                            PSALM 39:4–5A, 7–8, 12 

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and anew earth, the home of 

righteousness. 

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I am!  Behold, 

you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you.  And now, O Lord, for 

what do I wait? My hope is in you.  Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of the 

fool!  Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace at my tears! For I am a sojourner 

with you, a guest, like all my fathers. 

 



3 

 

GLORIA PATRI 

C♫Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  

C♫Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

C♫Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O Lord God, heav’nly 

King, God the Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest 

away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C♫And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us 

to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the 

foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

C♫Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                          EZEKIEL 34:11–16, 20–24 

   “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd 

seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 

rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will 

bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. 

And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I 

will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 

be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, 

and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and 

the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . . 

   “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have 

scattered them abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep 

and sheep. And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 

them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 

them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM:  ♫“BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR”  

 

EPISTLE                                                                                                                        1 CORINTHIANS 15:20–28 

   But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a 

man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 

every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to 

be destroyed is death.  For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are 

put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things are 

subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, 

that God may be all in all. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

ALLELUIA  

C♫Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                     MATTHEW 25:31–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C♫Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

   [Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as 

a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 

left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King 

will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

   “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 

visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 

or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C♫Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
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The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

CATECHETICAL VERSE  

The Conclusion 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

What does this mean? 

C  This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are 

heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. 

Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Sit 

 

SERMON HYMN: ♫“THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT”                                                       LSB 710 

1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

    He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 

    The quiet waters by. 

 

2 My soul He doth restore again 

    And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

    E’en for His own name’s sake. 

 

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

    Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

    And staff me comfort still. 

 

4 My table Thou hast furnishèd 

    In presence of my foes; 

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

    And my cup overflows. 

 

5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

    Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore 

    My dwelling place shall be. 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON: “I WILL”                                                                                                        EZEKIEL 34:11-16, 20-24 

                         By Pastor John Schmidt 

 

Stand 
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P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY  

C♫Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from Thy 

presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

 

As offerings are brought forward the congregation stands and sings. 
 

OFFERING HYMN:  ♫“WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN                                                           LSB 781 V. 1-2 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN: ♫“GOD LOVES ME DEARLY”                                                                                                         LSB 392 

1 God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. Refrain 

 

Refrain:  

 Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 

 

2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free. Refrain 

 

3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. Refrain 
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4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. Refrain 

 

5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. Refrain 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. Composite Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

P  Collect 

C♫Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C♫Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ♫“LOVE IN CHRIST IS STRONG AND LIVING”                                                           LSB 706 

1 Love in Christ is strong and living, 

    Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 

    May His will in us be done. 

 

2 Love is patient and forbearing, 

    Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

    Reaching out in charity. 

 

3 Love in Christ abides forever, 

    Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

    Shall endure until life’s end. 
Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005097 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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