St. Paul Lutheran Church

Serbin, Texas
S

@
Rev. John Schmidt, Pastor %‘;@

Kelsey Schatte, Principal

Church 366-9650
School 366-9650 ECC 366-9650
Rev. S. 716-7632
Church Office E-mail st.paulserbin@yverizon.net
Church Address: 1572 CR 211 Giddings, TX 78942

The Second Sunday in Advent 7 December 2025

Welcome! By the Preaching of Repentance, We Are Prepared for the Coming of the Lord.

“John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent’ (Matt. 3:1-2). His preaching of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins prepared people for the coming of Christ into the world. St. John’s work was historically complete with the
incarnate advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry continues in preaching Law and Gospel. The Son of God has come in the flesh,
“a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His
good tree of the cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He calls the nations to repentance. “With the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He slays the wicked and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of
lifeless stones. So also the “root of Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), that “we might
have hope” and be filled “with all joy and peace in believing”
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In Our Prayers:
Those recovering from surgeries and illness:
Chris Birnbaum-recovering
MaKayla Blackman-recovering (granddaughter of Billy
Krause)
Monroe Brade (uncle of James, Johnny, Larry & Leroy
Kalbas)
Anna Boriack-recovering (daughter-in-of Delvin & Judy
Boriack)
Rebecca Burgdorf-Positive test results
Ginger Clifford-recovering (sister of Nancy Kasper)
Carl Dittmar-recovering (father of Jennifer Smith)
Herbert Handrick (uncle of Shannon Handrick)
Cindy Hardy-hospitalized (cousin of Harold Krause)
Roselie Johnson-recovering (mother of Carie Oltmann)
Billy Krause-recovering
Hildegard Krause-recovering
Mary Ann McCombs-recovering
Ruben Melcher-recovering (uncle of James, Johnny, Larry
& Leroy Kalbas)
Stephen Mersiovsky-recovering (son of Stephen
Mersiovsky)
Chris Miertschin-recovering
Gene Namken-recovering (brother of Linda Oltmann)
David Wachsmann (cousin of Billy Krause)
Alton Weiser-surgery
John Boy Weiser-hospitalized
Ruby Weiser-recovering
Our members in nursing homes and our shut-ins.
Those fighting cancer including:
Teresita Brodrick (aunt of David Wittman)
Vernon Bryant (friend of Arthur & Dianna Noack)
Brandon Cleland (brother of Sonya Schautschick)
Ralph & Debbie Domel (sister & brother-in-law of Mary
Jatzlau)
Christie Hall (friend of Mark Arldt)
Dana Herzog (niece of Becky Weise)
Franklin Hoffman (father of Maxine Bradshaw)
Brenda Karisch (friend of Bonnie Wenke family)

Steven Kelly (cousin of Jessica Gruetzner, brother-in-law of
Christi Bradford)
Bethany Lara (daughter of Kathy Gersch)
Jensyn Lesikar (nephew of Kasey Rosales)
Ruby Maass (mother of Linda Schonhoeft)
Suzanne Mogonye-recovering (mother of Lindsey Hansen)
Cannon Martin (nephew of Christopher Taylor)
Kelli Meinholdt (sister of Carie Oltmann)
Rhonda Mitschke (friend of Christi Fritsche)
Walter Rehle (friend of the Arldt’s from Germany)
Carol Sander
Diane Sanders (friend of James & Kathy Kalbas)
Karen Symm (sister of Michael Symm)
Christopher Taylor
Tina Warren (mother of Jason Heuermann)
Jordan Weidemann (friend of Byron Kalbas)
Judy Wesbrook (mother of Heather Krause)
Those serving in the Armed Forces including:
Steven Cutlip (brother of Stephanie Symm), Fort Bliss,
El Paso
Coy Hunt (son of Shannon & Christine Hunt) Ft. Drum, New
York
Dylan Robbins (cousin of Michelle Birnbaum) Jacksonville,
North Carolina
Aron Marak (nephew of Mike and Susie Maass) Fr. Bragg,
North Carolina
Kyler Brown (friend of Dorthy Schautschick) U.S. Navy-
Bahrain
Benjamin Symm-Training Camp Johnson, North Carolina
Jacob Droegemueller Ft. Eisenhower, Georgia
Corey Pedeville (friend of Dorothy Schautschick) Army-
serving in Saudia Arabia
Brittany Louden (daughter of Bryan and Antoinette
Winkles) Navy, stationed in Florida
Kolton Alen (nephew of Mike & Susie Maass) Army,
stationed at Ft. Sill, Laughton, OK
Thanksgiving for Rain
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Prayer Requests are always welcome. To have someone included in our Sunday morning prayers either call the church
office through the week or write out the request and give it to pastor on Sunday morning.

The Order of Service— 184 of the hymnal

The Hymns: 381, 344, 781 v. 1&2, 357, 348, 359,901
Sermon Text: Romans 15:4-13
The Sermon: “Hope Filled”

At Wednesday Chapel we welcome to God’s people through the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Valerio and Rosalie Rosales.
Valerio and Rosalie are the children of Baudelio and Kasey Rosales. Their baptismal witnesses are Patricia
Hoffman, Jeff Albrecht and Dicki Lesikar.

i The Altar flowers are placed to the glory of God in memory of my grandparents John & Mary Symm by Wayne
Zander.

% Mission Goal. In the Voters Meeting held on October 13, 2024 the Voters set our 2025 Mission goal at
$37,500.00. To date our Mission contributions are at $37,198.37. We are $301.63 away from meeting our 2025
goal

¥ October Financial Statements are available from the ushers this morning.

i Church Council — This Thursday, December 111 at 7:00 p.m. the Church Council will meet to set the agenda
for the December 14" Voters meeting. All congregational officers and board members are part of the Church
Council.

T Pastor John DeYoung will be installed as Pastor of Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Manheim on Saturday,
December 13, @ 3 PM. Finger foods and refreshments to follow in the fellowship hall adjacent to the
Church. The church address is 4146 Highway 21 West, Paige, Texas 78659.

i The LWML is selling Poinsettias for $10.00 each to be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. To order
please fill out the order form which is available from the ushers this morning and in the church office, and return
it to the Church Office or put it in the collection plate. Orders are due by Tuesday, December 9. Please note
that due to availability no orders will be accepted after December 9™. If you need further information,
please contact Dorothy Schautschick at 716-0094.

i Support St. Paul Lutheran School at Pizza Hut! On Thursday, December 18, order from Pizza Hut and a
portion of your purchase will go to support our school. Enjoy a night off from cooking and help bless our
students and teachers at the same time!

7 LADIES NIGHT OUT! The Serbin LWML invites all ladies to join them for a night out to celebrate the Christmas
season on Sunday, December 14 at 5:00 pm at Los Patrones Restaurant in Giddings. Bring a friend, sister, daughter,
or neighbor that needs an evening with the girls. Food and drinks are on your own, and we will supply the fun, games,
and conversation! Bring an ornament for the gift exchange game! Text Melodi at 979-540-0039 to RSVP by 12/12/25.

T We need your help! The Serbin LWML ladies are collecting items for Orphan Grain Train before December
9. OGT is asking specifically for new underwear and socks (any sizes and gender), and also new or gently loved
stuffed animals and quilts to give those who need it the most! If you have any questions, call Dorothy S. At
979-716-0094. Let's come through for this wonderful organization.

7 Christmas Cards are available at $5.00/box in the church office or, contact Doris Fritsche at 979-212-1886 for
cards.

i 2026 Offering Envelopes. The 2026 adult offering envelopes are available to be picked up in the church office
meeting room. The 2026 children offering envelopes were sent home with the children on Friday. Please
continue to use the 2025 envelopes until the end of the year and then discard, since offering envelope
numbers often change from year to year. If you wish to give an offering to the 2025 church year, please give
this before the New Year’s Day service. If you failed to receive your 2026 envelopes or have any questions,
please contact the church office.

LUTHERAN HOUR: Next Sunday, December 14", “Pictures of Patience”. Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr.
Michael Zeigler. Patience can be practiced, tested, strained, and lost. Christians are called to return the patience
God in His mercy has shown us, in Christ. (James 5:7-8). Hear The Lutheran Hour each Sunday on station KBUK-
FM 104.9 at 7:00 a.m. or on station KANJ-FM 91.5 at 12:30 p.m. or go to lhm.org for a link to listen to the Lutheran
Hour live.




THE CALENDAR FOR THIS WEEK
Today Worship Service w/Communion — 8:30 a.m.
Bible Class and Sunday School — 9:30 a.m.
LYF Meeting & Social —2:00 p.m.
Monday Staff Devotions — 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday Staff Devotions — 7:30 a.m.
Circuit Meeting @ Grace, Smithville — 9:00 a.m.
Board of Christian Education Meeting — 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday School Chapel — 8:30 a.m.
Youth Confirmation — 6:00 p.m.
Advent Worship Service — 7:00 p.m.
Acolyte: Nathen Barnett
Greeter: Lana Kaiser
LWML - 7:45 p.m.
Adult Choir — 7:45 p.m.

Thursday Staff Bible Study — 7:30 a.m.

Church Council Meeting — 7:00 p.m.
Friday Staff Devotions — 7:30 a.m.

ECC Christmas Party for Jesus
Saturday Woreaths Across America Wreath Laying

Ceremony — 9:00 a.m.
Next Sunday  Worship Service — 8:30 a.m.
Bible Class and Sunday School — 9:30 a.m.
Acolytes: Max Faske and Lucy Gurka
Greeter: Lana Kaiser
Voters Meeting — 7:00 p.m.
LAF Set up Christmas Trees

Birthdays: 8" — Michele Fritsche, Cherie Oltmann; 9 — Justin Ender, Jeffrey Robertson; 11% — Gloria Smith; 12
— Daniel Engler, Lisa Schmidt, Jenna Wenke; 13" — Lillian Kunkel, Ashley Schmidt. God’s Blessings to you.

Serving today: Elders— Michael Krause and Tim Weise

Organist- Susan Michael

Acolytes- Nicholas Taylor and Dylan Arldt

Head Ushers- Donald Becker

Captain- Troy Menzel Assistant- Mark Jones

Ushers- Cooper Hinze, John Hinze, Scott Jones,
Russell Kappler, Brooks Kasper, Kaden Kasper,
Kyle Kasper, Ty Kasper, Clyde Schimank,
Troy Wiederhold

Counting and Posting offering this week:

Chairman- Glen Albrecht
Dan Marak, Virgil Becker
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Life Thoughts in the Church Year:

December 7 — Advent 2

We rejoice that God Himself defends the cause of the poor and needy (Psalm 72:4) and that He does this primarily
through us, His saints. We must be careful, however, that we don’t fall into self-righteousness and become a
pharisaical “brood of vipers” (Matthew 3:7), always pointing out the sins of others while neglecting our own.
Instead, as children of Abraham, we are all to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8), remembering
that the things of God’s Word were “written for our instruction” (Romans 15:4), as well as for the instruction of
others.



ST. PAUL NOTES:
Attendance Last Week: Morning Worship- 222, Bible Class- 26; Sunday School- 23, Offering- $19.00.

Offering Last Week: $26,293.06

Home: Mission:
General $7,464.25 Mission $857.75
Thanksgiving $7,369.00 Mission Total $857.75
Sunday School $19.00 Savings/Other:
Lunch Room $3,375.00 Savings/Other Total
ECC Operating $2,110.74
Tuition $5,097.32  Total $26,293.06
Received 11/30/2025 $25,435.31

Est. needed per week $31,870.00
Received MTD $138,437.59
Est. needed per month  $138,103.00

MEMORIALS: General: In memory of Betty Coady by Linda Jones - $50.00. Texas Wendish Heritage Society: In
memory of Mildred Wachsmann, Jimmy Westfall, and Norbert Pietsch by Milton & Geraldine Albrecht - $50.00.

2025 Advent/Christmas Schedule

Service Day Date Time Detail Offering
Advent Wed. Dec. 10 | 7:00 General
Services p.m.
Candlelight Wed Dec. 17 | 7:00 General
Carol Service p-m.
Song Service Sun Dec.21 | 8:30 General
a.m.
Christmas Wed Dec.24 | 6:00 ¥4 Lutheran
Eve p.m. Braille
Workers &
¥, Bus Fund
Christmas Thurs Dec. 25 | 9:00 English/ “B LSS & Vs
Day a.m. LBT
German
New Year’s Wed Dec. 31 7:00 General
Eve p.m.
New Year’s Thurs Jan. 1 9:00 | Communion General
Day a.m.




FAITH LUTHERAN

HIGH SCHOOL OF CENTRAL TEXAS

s

“Faith at Christmas” Program

FLHS students will present a Christmas concert, “Faith at Christmas,” on Tuesday, December 9th at 7:00 pm at
FLHS. Program will include a collection of choir pieces, handbell pieces, hymns, scripture readings and more.
Refreshments will be served following the program. Please join us!!!

*This event will also be live streamed on Facebook, for those who would prefer to view the sounds of Christmas
from home.

Shadow Days
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a day and experience what FLHS is

all about. Parents, call us at (979) 242-2889 today to set up a shadow day for your child.

Athletic Schedule
The full schedule for archery and basketball are posted on our website. Come cheer on our Falcons!

Raffle Items

The Spring Raffle is just around the corner. The Board of Directors is currently looking for valuable items or
monetary donations to be used in the raffle. Please contact Nikki Kueck if you have something to donate! Thank
you!

End of Year Giving

In Proverbs 2:6, God’s Word promises: "The LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth comes knowledge and
understanding." Faith Lutheran High School exists to instill Christ’s wisdom in His Word to prepare faithful leaders
for tomorrow. Thank you for being a part of this mission through your prayers and financial support. Please
prayerfully consider how you can give to further Lutheran education in our area. Faith has set the goal to raise
$50,000 through fundraising efforts through the end of the year as we move “Forward in Faith.” If you have any
questions, feel free to contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-2889.

Thank you!
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's not about the size of the gift, but

the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly
appreciated and makes a bigger impact than you know!



